
On The Radar

August 15th, 2025



Status by Crop

Corn: R3 (milking) – R4 (dough)

Soybeans: R3 (beginning pod) – R5.5 (mid-pod fill)

Potatoes: Senescence – Vine Kill

Cabbage: 10” – 16” diameter heads

Carrots: Full Canopy



Pheromone Traps

• Almond

– 4 Western Bean 

Cutworm

– 4 Fall Armyworm

– 0 Diamondback Moth

– 0 Cabbage Looper

• Coloma 

– 0 Diamondback Moth

– 0 Cabbage Looper

• Grand Marsh

– 12 Western Bean 

Cutworm

– 3 Fall Armyworm

• Stevens Point

– 6 Western Bean 

Cutworm

– 0 Fall Armyworm 



Corn

In the Central Sands, we have 

been observing an increase 

in aphid pressure. Corn is 

injured by aphids during the 

late whorl or pollen shed 

stage. If 50% or more of 

plants are infested with 

colonies of greater than 75 

aphids each during these 

stages, insecticide treatment 

is warranted. 



Corn
Been observing a high amount of Grey Leaf Spot in the 
corn fields recently. 

Symptoms can vary between resistant and susceptible 
hybrids. 

Pictured here is a susceptible variety. 

Red flags go up when this is found on the ear leaf of a 
susceptible variety.



Corn – Exposed Ears

Stunted husk leaves without the 

stunting of cob length is a combination 

of excessive heat and drought stress 

before tasseling followed by relief 

(cooler temperatures or rainfall) during 

the pollination stage. While this is the 

most common factor leading to 

exposed cobs, it can also be caused by a 

variety of factors.

The exposed kernels are more 

vulnerable to insect and bird predation, 

weathering, and fungal infections that 

can develop into ear molds. 



Soybean

There has been an increase in the aphid pressure which is 

typically seen in August. The threshold for aphids are quite 

high, where an insecticide rec will be made if a field is 

averaging around 250/plant. 



Distinguishing SDS from BSR

Sudden Death Syndrome will have a 

root rot and discoloration below the 

soil line. 

Brown Stem Rot will not.

Healthy

SDS

Healthy
SDS



Distinguishing SDS from BSR

Sudden Death Syndrome will have a healthy-looking pith. 
Brown Stem Rot will have a discolored pith. 

Sudden Death Syndrome will have dropped leaves and retained petioles.
Brown stem rot will likely have retained leaves and petioles. 



Potato

With the cool, wet weather we have 

been experiencing in the mornings 

this past week. We have seen an 

uptick in the pathogen called Botrytis 

also known as Gray Mold. 

Lesions are wedge shaped, tan in 

color, and eventually develop gray-

brown fuzzy growth. 



Potato – Vine Kill

Most potato fields are close 

to senescence vine killed or 

will be vine killed in the 

coming weeks.

Potatoes are vine killed to 

help ensure a good skin set 

on the tubers before harvest. 

Depending on the variety, 

tubers will stay in the ground 

anywhere from 14 to 30 days.



Carrot

Why Blights Matter

Carrots are a modified tap root so why do 
leaf blights even matter?

Carrots are harvested with a machine that 
pulls up the plants by the foliage, conveys 
them up, and then chops off the foliage as 
the carrot proceeds to subsequent 
processing steps. 

So…if the foliage is weak from 
blight, the harvester will not 
be able to get the carrot out 
of the ground. 



Cabbage

There has been a 

significant amount of 

deer feeding and 

damage observed 

throughout multiple 

cabbage fields this 

year. 
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