
On The Radar

July 31st, 2026



Status by Crop

Corn: R2 (Blister) – R3 (Milk)

Soybeans: R2 – R4

Potatoes: Late Tuber Bulking – Senesce 

Cabbage: 8 – 12 True Leaves

Carrots: Head Bulking



Pheromone Traps

• Almond
53 Western Bean Cutworm

4 True Armyworm

• Coloma
22 Western Bean Cutworm

0 True Armyworm

• Grand Marsh
51 Western Bean Cutworm

2 True Armyworm



Corn – Silk Damage

This is around the

time that we could

start seeing insects

like Japanese Beetle

and Stink Bugs.

These bugs will cut 

the silks which can 

result in reduced 

kernel set and yield 

if significant silk 

clipping occurs 

during the critical 

pollination period

Japanese Beetle

Stink Bug



Corn

Silk clipping may interfere with pollination and lead to reduced seed set. 
Additionally, Japanese Beetle adults and Stink Bugs may feed on exposed 

kernels, but this injury is less concerning than silk clipping

Drought stress can exacerbate the effect of silk clipping. Silk clipping usually 
only causes reduced pollination when many corn plants have silks clipped 

back to less than ½ inches



Corn: Aphids

Aphids can damage corn 
plants by sucking sap and 
excreting a sticky 
substance called 
honeydew. Honeydew 
can coat leaves, silks, and 
tassels, which can disrupt 
pollination and 
photosynthesis.



Soybeans

Sudden Death Syndrome

Symptoms of SDS, caused by Fusarium 
virguliforme, can easily be confused with 
Brown Stem Rot, which is caused by a 
different organism. 

To diagnose a symptomatic area, you 
must take a few minutes and look for the 
following distinguishing characteristics 
on the next few slides. 



Soybeans

Distinguishing SDS from BSR

Sudden Death Syndrome will have  
root rot and discoloration below 
the soil line. 

Brown Stem Rot will not.

Healthy SDS

Healthy

SDS



Soybeans

Distinguishing SDS from BSR
Sudden Death Syndrome will have a healthy-looking pith. 
Brown Stem Rot will have a discolored pith. 

Sudden Death Syndrome will have dropped leaves and retained petioles.
Brown stem rot will likely have retained leaves and petioles. 



Potatoes

Decisions, 

Decisions...More 

Nitrogen?

Potato growers are 

currently deciding if 

they have enough 

Nitrogen to get to the 

end

Some fields are starting 

to look very light in 

color

Pictured above are potatoes that are starting to look yellow

Pictured below are potatoes that are light green 



Potato

MH-30

Now is a great time to see if your tubers are misshapen and consider MH-30

• Active ingredient is maleic hydrazide 

• Purpose: shut down meristematic growth

1. To prevent sprouting in storage

2. To shut down the further growth of small tubers in the set so that only 

the mid-sized and large tubers get bigger. 

3. To reduce “off-type” characteristics

Timing is tricky with MH-30 and the effect of an application will vary based 

on which specific formulation you choose.

Caution – May badly burn weak canopies or any canopy if applied in hot 

conditions 

 



“Off Type” Tubers

Uneven growth usually is 

the cause of misshapen 

or “off type” tubers.



Carrots:

Alternaria Leaf 

Blight

This disease favors warm 

days and cool nights. While 

this disease does not 

directly hurt the carrot, 

yield loss occurs when 

petioles become brittle and 

break off during harvest, 

leaving the carrot in the 

ground. Weekly 

preventative fungicide 

applications help slow the 

progress of the disease. 



Cabbage

Black Rot

Black rot is a bacterial disease that 
is detrimental to cabbage crops. The 
best control is prevention, but once 
it is in a field, copper fungicides are 
sprayed frequently to help control 
the spread. 

Growers should also allow any 
infected fields to dry out between 
waterings. 

Due to the seriousness of this 
disease, we’ll also avoid walking 
through these areas, so we don’t 
contribute to the spread.
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