
What is a Cooperative?
Innovative Ag Services is an agricultural cooperative which provides value-added services 
in five core markets: Grain, Agronomy, Feed, Energy and Building Supply. We encourage you 
to learn more about what it means to be a member of a cooperative and hope you apply to 
become a member today!

1. Access to 
quality  

supplies at a  
reasonable 

cost.

2. Increased  
influence  

in the  
marketplace.

3. Share 
in the  

earnings.

5. Local  
economy  

enhanced 
and  

protected.

4. Political 

Action

 

Three Major Cooperative Principles 

Five Pillars of Coop Corporations

Earnings:

Taxes:

By banding together and 
purchasing business supplies 
and services as a group, 
individuals offset the market 
power advantage of firms 
providing those supplies.

This permits members to 
combine their strengths and 
gain more income for the 
members while maintaining 
their status as independent 
business people.

Coops generate jobs and 
business earnings for local 
residents. They pay taxes 
that help finance schools, 
hospitals and other 
community services.

A coop gives people a means to 
organize for effective political 
action. They can meet to develop 
priorities and strategies, and also 
send reps to meet with legislators 
and regulators. Thus, they will 
have more influence because they 
will be speaking for many, not just 
themselves.

Members receive their allocation, 
called a patronage refund, partly 
in cash and the remainder as an 
addition to their equity account 
in the coop. This permits their 
coop to accumulate retained
patronage refunds and is an easy 
and painless way for members to 
help finance activities and growth.
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