Shelby Ebel, District 1 Transportation Planner
Iowa DOT District 1 Office
1020 S 4th Street, Ames, IA 50010
Phone: 855-925-2801, use the extension 4119 EMAIL TEMPLATE

Email: k16847@publicinput.com 


Dear Ms. Ebel,
As a member of Key Cooperative, I am concerned about the detour route for the Iowa DOT’s proposed reconstruction project of Highway 14 in Newton. Your publicly provided materials indicate a full closure of the corridor from South of N 4th Avenue W to North of High Avenue during construction during the period of the fall of 2026 through the late fall of 2027.
I understand that the DOT intends for contractors to work with Key Cooperative and local residents to maintain access but the proposed detour via US Hwy 6 and County Road F17 does not address the safe, dependable and direct farm to market access I require for my business.
I respectfully request that the Iowa DOT re-evaluate phased reconstruction of the intersections at North 23rd Ave. and North 4th Ave. to minimize disruption during peak planting and harvest periods and be completed prior to any reconstruction activity between those critical points of local access.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I encourage the Iowa DOT to collaborate with our local cooperative to identify practical solutions that balance infrastructure improvement with uninterrupted agricultural commerce.
Sincerely,

Farmer Name

