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Choosing Your Next Corn Hybrid 
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CROPLAN 1440VT2P 

Since released in 2020 Croplan 1440 has been a 

very successful hybrid across Manitoba. At 2100 

CHU this hybrid is a perfect fit for most corn 

growing regions. Its quickness out of the ground 

and fast dry down rate along with great yields 

have been the key contributing factors to its 

success. For more info URL below and talk to your 

local Shur-Gro representative! 

https://www.winfieldunited.ca/en/seed/corn 

HYBRID TRAITS 
There are many hybrid traits that you can 

look at when considering a new hybrid 

such as standability, disease resistance, 

test weight, dry down rate, and herbicide 

tolerance. Depending on your end use 

test weight may be an important factor in 

what hybrid you choose, trial data should 

give you an idea of the average test 

weight of a specific hybrid. Dry down rate 

is arguably the most important trait. Grain 

corn is mature at 31 – 35% moisture but 

is not usually harvested until 20 – 27%. 

Plant characteristics that can affect dry 

down are based around the husk such as 

leaf number, leaf thickness, leaf 

tightness, coverage, and leaf tightness. 

Typically, most seed companies will now 

have a rating for specific hybrids dry 

down rate. 

YIELD POTENTIAL 
Analyze trial data! As a producer you 

should continuously monitor trial data of 

new hybrids that are being introduced to 

the market. To properly determine if a 

new hybrid will work for you evaluate 

results over multiple years and regions. 

This will give you a representation on 

how a certain hybrid performs in multiple 

environmental and growing conditions, 

The more years a hybrid has been tested 

the more reliable the results will be. 

There are tons of different ways to 

source trial results whether it’s through 

the seed company, Manitoba Corn 

Committee or your local Shur-Gro 

agronomist! 

CORN HEAT UNITS 
Early fall frost on immature corn can lead 

to yield losses (figure 2) and poor-quality 

grain. To give yourself the best chance of 

avoiding this issue pick a variety with the 

proper CHU rating to suit your region. 

Once you’ve determined your regions 

CHU rating on the map (figure 1) you are 

ready narrow down the appropriate 

hybrids. By using your determined CHU 

rating, you should be able to pick the 

hybrids that if planted mid-May will reach 

full maturity 9 out of every 10 years. Pick 

a hybrid with 100 less CHU per week if 

planting happens beyond mid-May. 
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Figure 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 


